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March 4, 2009

To:  Dr. E. Joahanne Thomas-Smith
Provaost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Prairie View A & M University

Dr. Michael L. vicFrazier
Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
Prairie View A & M University

From:
Teacher-Candidate
Whitlowe R. Green College of Education
Prairie View A&M University

Dear Madam and Sir,
On March 2, 2009, my application for student teaching was rejected. When an inquiry
was made regarding the reasons for the rejection, I was told that the substitution of History 1323

was no longer viable for History 1313,

This substitution made at the behest of my advisor because, at the time, the course was
not being offered. It is common knowledge, in the College of Education, that this substitution has
had several iterations. Financial considerations have forced most students to plan for graduation,
at minimum, a year in advance. With this issue, it has become a financial difficulty to pre-plan
for praduation, Therefore, it is my hope that I and others would not have to be penalized or
withheld from graduation pending one class.

I ask that you take this matter under advisement and advocate for this cause so that the

decision that has been made, in this case, be overtumed.

[n advance, thank vou.
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McFrazler,Michael

From: McFrazier,Michael
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Dean |

On March 26, 2009, Ms. came to my office 1o appeal a course substilution thal was disapproved
by you. Alter a review of all the facts in this case and a lengthy discussion with you and Dr. . | ind
the following:

2

M=, was advised and regisiered by Dr. during the Spring 2008 to take HIST 1323
{1876 1o Present),

The Interdisciplinary Studies Degree Plan specifically lists HIST $313 (US to 1878); however, aculty have
commonly advised students 1o 1ake HIST 1323 as a substitution,

1 O indicatad to Ms, during atvising thal said course would satisfy the U.S. History
requirement in the University Core Currigulum.,

4, Dr. completed and submitted for approval & ¢ourse substitution form for Ms,

5. Ms. indicates that she is aware that this substitution has been approved for olher students in the
program. Addilionally, Ms. indicates thal she was admitted to the Teacher Ed. program which can
only occur if a studenl has satisfied alf Core Curriculum requirements,

6. Texas Education Code 51.302 requires all studenis atiending a tax supported state institution to complele
& samester credit hours in American history {option 1) or a combination of 3 semester hours aach in
Ametican hislory and Texas history {option 2).

7. This Code does not specily, when a student alecis to complete option 2, that the 3 sch of Amarican history
ba HIST 1313

X Ms has taken and received an acceptable grade in & Texas histary course,

| recommend, based onh the facts above, that Ms. be allowed to use HIST $323 1o satisfy the American

history requirement in the Core Curriculum. | further recommend that this issue be discussed and clarified with
he administration, faculty, slafl and studenis in the Depariment of Curriculum and Instruction.

Piease contact me if you have any quastions, comments or concamns.

Mwchaafl L. MeFrazigr. Ed.D.

Assanats Prowos ard Assocate Vice Frosident for Academic Adlaws
Prairio Viave A&M University

PO Bow 519 - MS 1023

Frairia Yiew, TX 77146

436.261.21 7i{phana)

936.261_2178lax)

rimcirazierd praniu. edu
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